The Church

I. Introduction: The Significance of the Church

Beyond a Weekly Gathering: The church is far more than just a place to go; it is a divinely significant community that
carries immense weight.

Personal Connection: The local expression of the church is where believers find mentorship, encouragement, and a
family of joy.

A Living Testimony: The speaker shares a personal journey from being a "pastor's kid" who felt he had no choice but to
attend, to becoming "all in" because of the church's role in his own redemption and leadership development.

Il. Defining the Church (Historical Perspectives)

The True Spiritual Israel: Justin Martyr (c. 100-165) described the church as the assembly of truth and the
continuation of God’s covenant.

The Mystical Body: Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) viewed the church as the mystical body of Christ.

The Assembly of Believers: The Augsburg Confession (1530) defines the church as the assembly of all believers among
whom the Gospel is purely preached.

Community of Christ: Dietrich Bonhoeffer described the church as "Christ existing as community," while John Stott
called it a "twice-born" community.

Ill. The Foundation: Matthew 16:13-20

The Question of Identity: At Caesarea Philippi, Jesus asks his disciples, "Who do you say that | am?".
The Confession: Simon Peter replies, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God".

The Rock: Jesus declares that on this "rock"—this confession and the person of Christ—he will build his church.

Unstoppable Movement: Jesus promises that the gates of hell (or death) will not prevail against the church.

IV. The Nature and Mission of the Church

A Strategic Location: The setting of Caesarea Philippi, with its pagan temples and "gates of hell," was a deliberate
backdrop for Jesus to announce a superior kingdom.

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Purpose: The church began with "twelve very ordinary men" and continues today as a
global movement.

Visibility of the Kingdom: The church is the visible, tangible expression of God's kingdom on earth.

V. Living as the Church (Acts 2:42-47)

Core Practices: The early church was devoted to the apostles' teaching, fellowship, the breaking of bread (the Lord's
Supper), and prayer.

Radical Community: Their life was characterized by signs and wonders, generous sharing of property and possessions,
and daily gatherings.

Infectious Joy: Because of their generosity and unity, they enjoyed the favor of all people, and the Lord added to their
number daily.

VI. Conclusion: The Call to be “All In"

A 2,000-Year-0Ild Story: Joining a local church means becoming part of an unstoppable, ancient mission.

Identity as the Bride: The church is the "Bride of Christ," loved and redeemed by Him.

Commitment to the Local Body: Believers are invited to detach from a "social media" or limited view of community and
instead immerse themselves in a local family of faith.
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